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RHODESIA'S GUERRILLA WAR 
ANNCR: 


AS THOSE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE IN 
SALISBURY .... THE RHODESIAN GUERRILLA WAR HAS ENTERED ITS 
SIXTH YEAR. THIS BACKGROUND REPORT FROM VOA'S BARRY MAUGHAN..... 
VOICE: 

ON THE NIGHT OF DECEMBER TWENTY-FIRST, 1972 IN NORTHEASTERN 
RHODESIA, BLACK NATIONALIST GUERRILLAS STRUCK AT A WHITE-OWNED 
FARM, INJURING AN EIGHT YEAR OLD GIRL. TWO DAYS LATER, 
GUERRILLAS LAUNCHED A SIMILAR ATTACK AGAINST ANOTHER WHITE- 
OWNED FARM IN THE SAME AREA, AND 8Y GENERAL CONSENSUS THE 
GUERRILLA WAR IN HE BREAKAWAY BRITISH COLONY HAD BEGUN IN 
EARNEST. 

IN THE FIVE YEARS SINCE THEN, THE SALISBURY GOVERNMENT OF 
PRIME MINISTER IAN SMITH ESTIMATES THAT MORE THAN EIGHT THOUSAND 
PEOPLE, MOSTLY BLACK INSURGENTS, HAVE DIED IN THE STEADILY 
ESCALATING CONFLICT, 

THOSE TWO ATTACKS IN THE FARMING REGION OF NORTH-EASTERN 
RHODESSA ARE GENERALLY THOUGHT OF AS REPRESENTING THE OPENING 
SHOTS IN THE GUERRILLA WAR, BUT THE RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT CLAIMS 
THAT THE NATIONALIST GUERRILLAS HAD BEEN OPERATING IN RHODESIA 
FOR ABOUT SIX MONTHS BEFORE THAT, CONDUCTING WHAT WAS DESCRIBED 
AS A CAMPAIGN OF POLITICAL ENDOCTRINATION IN THE REMOTE TRIBAL 
AREAS ALONG THE NORTH-EASTERN BORDER WITH MOZAMBIQUE. 

IN AN EFFORT TO COPE WITH THESE GUERRILLA OPERATIONS, THE 
RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES OFF SO-CALLED “NO-GO" AREAS 
AND EVENTUALLY TRANSFORMED NORTH-EASTERN RHODESIA INTO A MILITARY 


ZONE KNOWN AS OPERATION HURRICANE, AND SINCE DECEMBER 1976, 
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FIVE OTHER SUCH OPERATIONAL AREAS HAVE BEEN FORMED, COVERING 

THE SEVENTEEN HUNDRED MILES OF BORDER WITH NEIGHBORING MOZAMBIQUE 
ZAMBIA AND BOTSWANA, 

ANOTHER RHODESIAN TACTIC BEGUN IN 1973 WAS THE ADOPTION OF 
THE HOT-PURSUIT POLICY. RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES ~= SEEKING THE 
GUERRILLA'S BASES -- BEGAN TO STRIKE DEEP INTO AREAS OF NORTH- 
WESTERN MOZAMBIQUE. BY THE CLOSE OF 1974 IT IS GENERALLY CONCEDED 
THAT THESE OPERATIONS HAD SUCCEEDED TO A POINT WHERE THE NUMBER 
OF INSURGENTS IN RHODESIA HAD DROPPED TO A FRACTION OF THEIR 
EARLIER NUMBERS. 

HOWEVER BY MID~1975, AFTER A LESSENING OF RHODESIAN MILITARY 
OPERATIONS WHILE ABORTIVE PEACE MOVES UNFOLDED, THE GUERRILLA WAR 
RESUMED WITH RENEWED FEROCITY. AND IN THE MONTHS AND YEARS THAT 
FOLLOWED, THE WAR SPREAO DOWN THE EASTERN BORDER WITH MOZAMBIQUE, 
AND PREVIOUSLY QUIET AREAS ALONG THE BORDERS WITH ZAMBIA AND 
BOTSWANA CAME UNDER INCREASED ATTACK. FROM THE HANDFUL OF 
NATIONALIST GUERRILLAS IN LATE 1972, THE RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT 
NOW ESTIMATES THAT ABOUT 3500 GUERRILLAS ARE OPERATING WITHIN 
RHODESIA WITH SEVERAL THOUSAND MORE POISED IN MOZAMBIQUE AND 
ZAMBIA, 

ONE RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT TACTIC AIMED AT DENYING THE 
GUERRILLAS SUPPORT IS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SO-CALLED PROTECTED 
VILLAGES. ABOUT 250-THOUSAND PERSONS LIVE IN THE APPROXIMATELY 
TWO HUNDRED VILLAGES LOCATED IN THE TRIBAL~-TRUST LANDS -~ 
TERRITORY SET ASIDE FOR BLACKS. 

BUT THE GUERRILLA WAR HAS SEVERE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES, IT'S 
NOW ESTIMATED THAT THE DIRECT COSTS OF THE WAR TO THE SALISBURY 
GOVERNMENT TOTAL 800-THOUSAND DOLLARS A DAY == ONE QUARTER OF ALL 


EXPENDITURES, 
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ANOTHER RAMIFICATION OF THE WAR IS ITS DRAIN ON RHODESIA'S 
WHITE POPULATION, EVERY MONTH, ABOUT FIFTEEN HUNDRED WHITES 
LEAVE RHODESIA, AND THE REMAINING ABLE~BODIED MEN ARE BEING 
INCREASINGLY DRAWN INTO THE CONFLICT. 

IN JUNE OF 1977, THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT ALL MEN UNDER 
AGE 38 WOULD SERVE A MINIMUM OF 190 DAYS A YEAR IN UNIFORM =~ 
MORE THAN SIX MONTHS. THOSE AGED 38 TO 50 WOULD SERVE A MINIMUM 
OF 70 DAYS, EVEN THOSE OVER 50 HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED TO ENLIST 
IN PART-TIME GUARD UNITS, 

EVEN SO, BLACKS, ENLISTING VOLUNTARILY, CONTINUE TO MAKE 
UP TWO-THIRDS OF THE RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES, 

THE FIVE YEARS OF GUERRILLA WAR ALSO ARE REPORTED TO HAVE 
CAUSED MAJOR SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN RHODESIA. FAMILIES HAVE BEEN 
SPLIT BY DIVORCE AND BY EMIGRATION, AND OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT 
STATISTICS SHOW A MARKED INCREASED IN THE NUMBER OF SUICIDES 
AND IN THE INCIDENCE OF DRUG ADDICTION AND ORUNKEDNESS. 

ONE RHODESIAN SOCIOLOGIST SAID IT IS NO LONGER A QUESTION 
OF WINNING THE GUERRILLA WAR, BUT OF ENDING IT, BECAUSE, HE 
SAID, NEARLY EVERY RHODESIAN, BLACK OR WHITE, HAS BEEN ADVERSELY 


AFFECTED BY THE FIGHTING. 


GH/RTD 


